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In the coliseum of ancient Rome, a slave was thrown into the pit against a lion, in a fight to the death. 

If the slave survived, he would be granted freedom and fame. Otherwise he would die. 

Having no weapons, the slave didn’t have a clue how he was going to survive such an ordeal. 

Suddenly the time came, the gate was lifted, and in walked the biggest lion the slave had ever seen. 

The slave ran away and kept running until he was sure that the lion had run out of energy. Suddenly, he had an idea. 

In a sudden maneuver, the slave jumped on the lion’s back and whispered into his ear. 

The lion froze, the slave jumped off, and the lion ran back out the gate from which he had entered. 

The crowd erupted in applause. The slave was victorious.

The emperor stood up and beckoned the slave over. He said: “Slave, in all my years I have never seen such a victory. Before I grant you the freedom and riches that are your due, tell me - what did you whisper to the lion?”

The slave said, “Your majesty, I simply told him that after dinner, he would be asked to say a few words.”

Many people are terrified at the idea of public speaking.

Statistically, the fear of public speaking or Glossophobia, is greater than the fear of death.

What would you do if you, without any warning or time to prepare were called on to give a speech? What if you had to give that speech in front of a hostile crowd…a large hostile crowd?

This is exactly where Peter finds himself in Acts chapter 2. If you would, please open your Bibles to Acts chapter 2 and we will be picking up in verse 14.

After His death burial and resurrection Jesus spent 40 days with His disciples giving them many convincing proofs and teaching them about the kingdom of God.

Before He ascends back into heave Jesus commands them again to go to Jerusalem and wait for the promised Holy Spirit.

For ten days the disciples waited there in Jerusalem. They waited and they prayed. Chapter 2 opens up on the day of Pentecost with the arrival of the promised Holy Spirit.

There is the sound of a mighty wind and tongues of fire appearing above the heads of the disciples. The commotion is loud enough that a huge crowd come to see what’s going on.

And as the crowd of people who had come into the city from all over the Roman Empire to worship, gathered they each heard the disciples speaking in their own mother language.

Confused by the ruckus some in the crowd mocked them saying that they must be drunk with wine.

So Peter, who is now filled with the Spirit, not with spirits, gets up and begins to speak. He preaches an impromptu sermon which is summarized here in Acts 2:14-41.

Some have estimated that there could have been somewhere between five to ten thousand people in this crowd. 

Many of the people in this crowd would have been the same people who had yelled “crucify Him” before they put Jesus to death.

It was to this Jewish crowd in the city of Jerusalem, where Jesus had been killed just over seven weeks ago, that Peter delivered the sermon that launched the church. 

In terms of results—about 3,000 got saved that day—it was one of the greatest sermons ever preached.

Luke here only gives us the gist of this great sermon. In verse 2:40 Luke writes “And with many other words he bore witness and continued to exhort…” 

But even though this is just a summary, there is far more here than I can deal with in detail this morning. 

So what I want to do is sort of take a 10,000 foot flyover, a quick overview of Peter’s sermon as we get an idea of “How to Preach like Peter”.

In his letter, 1 Peter 3:15, Peter tells us that we are to “…honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you…”.

Are you ready, prepared to make a defense? If you were called on right now to share the gospel with someone, what would you say?

Or would you, like the lion, turn tail and run?

Could you preach like Peter? Could you give testimony of Christ in your life with conviction and truth?

Granted you may never be called on to preach to a crowd, but if you are truly following Jesus Christ you will have opportunities to bear witness for Him. 

Jesus says you WILL be my witnesses when the Spirit comes upon you!

Don’t miss this. It is after Peter is filled with the Holy Spirit that he preaches this message.

The implication here is that he could not have done this without the help of the Holy Spirit.

But get this! You have the same SPIRIT! You too have been called to be a witness and you have been filled with the Spirit of God who gives you the power you need to be that witness.

[bookmark: _GoBack]But there are some things you can do that will help you be ready. My hope is that as we look at Peter’s sermon today it will help you to be ready when the Spirit moves to give an answer for the hope you have.

Peter begins (2:14-21) by responding to the question the crowd asked as they arrived back up in verse 12 where they asked “What does them mean?” What does this wind and fire and speaking in languages mean?

Then in verse 22 through verse 36, he shifts to the person of Jesus, showing that God authenticated Jesus as Lord and Christ, “this Jesus whom you crucified” (2:36). 
Peter ends by calling for a response to this message starting in verse 37and following.

And in verse 41 his audience responds with conviction of sin and 3,000 people repent. 

So that is the 10,000 foot fly over, now let’s work through Peter’s sermon with a little more detail:

Look here:
I. Peter starts with what’s at hand.

As I said some people in the crowd mocked them and were accusing the disciples who spoke in tongues of being drunk, filled with wine. 

Peter could have ignored them or responded defensively. But instead he takes what they said and uses it as he segued into his teaching.  

No doubt Peter had learned this from Jesus.

Jesus was a master at this. Remember when he met the woman at the well? Jesus started by asking for a drink of water and then offered her living water. 

He used what was at hand, the well, and bridged into the gospel.

Peter says to the crowd, hey it’s too early in the day for us to be drunk on win. But we are filled will the Spirit. Then he moves to his teaching. 

Look he says, you have heard about this. Remember what the prophet Joel said?

He then proceeds to quote, with a few minor variations, Joel 2:28-32. 

It is also interesting to note that in the next section as well, Peter will quote from Psalm 16:8-11 and Psalm 110:1. 

He did not have a pocket Old Testament to pull out. After all books, as we know them, were not yet invented. 

And he didn’t unroll several scrolls to the right text so that he could read these verses. No, he quotes them from memory! 

One of the ministries of the Holy Spirit is to bring to mind Bible verse when we are witnessing to people. But He doesn’t (typically) give us divine revelation.

What I mean is that we have to do the work of hiding God’s word in our hearts so it is there for the Sprit to bring out.

If you want to be an effective witness for Jesus Christ, you must memorize certain Scriptures that explain the gospel. 

You will not always have a Bible handy to look up the verses.

I know it’s hard for some people to memorize. That’s is way it is important that parents help their children hide God’s word in their hearts while they are young.

But let me tell you, you can do it. With prayer, patience and practice you can memorize enough scripture to help lead someone to Christ.

Come this Wednesday to the adult Bible study here at 7 o’clock and we will learn and practice how to do this.

By quoting scripture Peter is giving authority to what he is saying. It is not just his opinion. But this is the word of God.

And as Paul writes in Romans 10:17 “…faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.”

Peter’s uses the quote from Joel to make a point:

First starting in verse 	17 of Acts 2, he quotes: “‘…And in the last days it shall be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy…”

For the Jews who were there they would have understood this quote point to promised coming of the Messiah.

If you have ever been out west you know what I am talking about. As you are driving, you can see mountains off in the distance. 

But as you keep driving a funny thing starts to happen. It almost like someone keeps moving the mountains. Because of the size and scope of the mountains plus the absence clear definable land marks along the way it is really hard to tell just how far the mountains are.

So you keep driving and you keep driving until eventually you get to the foothills leading up to the mountains. 

Often it was like this for the prophets in the Old Testament. God gave them a vision or prophesy of future events but it was not always clear when this events would take place.

And, much like looking at a distant mountain range, all they could see was the mountain tops, the peaks. They see that there was a mountain behind the first mountain but they couldn’t always tell how far behind it was or how wide the valley was between them.

And this is the case here. Peter is recognizing that the events that are taking place, the pouring out of the Holy Spirit is what is to come, as it says in Acts 2:20, “before the day of the Lord”.
For the Jewish audience there that morning they would have understood that phrase, “the day of the Lord” to mean the coming of the Messiah to judge the wicked and restore His people.

What the prophet Joel, or Peter for that matter, didn’t know was just how long it was going to be from the pouring out of the Holy Spirit to the Jesus was actually going to return and set up His throne here on earth.

But what they did know was that with the coming of the Messiah this would be a time of judgment.

Listen to Acts 2:19-20 “And I will show wonders in the heavens above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke; 20  the sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the day of the Lord comes, the great and magnificent day.” 

But with this judgment there will also come salvation:

Acts 2:21 “And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved…” 

So what Peter has done here is given in a very broad sense the gospel in a nutshell. 

And it is clear that he understands the urgency to reach people with the good news of the Jesus Christ. And that is just as true today.

So there is a warning, what you see here, this outpouring of the Spirit is showing that we are nearing the time of God’s judgment. 

But to everyone who puts their faith in Christ, there is salvation.

That’s the broad stroke message.

Then starting in verse 22 Peter makes it personal.

Acts 2:22-23 YOU “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with mighty works and wonders and signs that God did through him in your midst, as you yourselves know— 23 this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men.

You men of Israel nailed Jesus to the cross! You and I added our own nail with each sin we commit.

Then Peter goes on to show that Jesus is the Son of God.

But skip down to verse Acts 2:36 “Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.” 

He says look, this is who Jesus is. This is what you have done. You are guilty.

We don’t want to make people feel uncomfortable. We don’t want to come across as being judgmental. 

But unless we call sin sin, we can never truly repent. Yes we all sin, but we do not continue in our sin. We cannot redefine sin to make it something else, to justify it. 

Unless we confront our sin we only have half a gospel and friends, half a gospel is a false gospel and it doesn’t save.

We need to love people enough to help them understand sin and need for a savior. Just listen to the people’s response.

Acts 2:37 “Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”

This idea of cut to the heart means to strike or stun. This is the convicting work of the Holy Spirit.

But listen, the Holy Spirit brings conviction. We don’t need to beat people up. We need to speak the truth and we need to speak the truth in love. But it is the work of the Holy Spirit to bring conviction.

And look what this produces. Look how Peter responds. He responds with hope and a promise.

Acts 2:38 “…Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

First Peter calls upon them to repent. Repentance and faith are flip sides of the same coin. 

You cannot have true saving faith without repentance. Some minimize the definition of repentance, saying that it means simply to change your mind about who Jesus is. 

Certainly it includes that, but it is more than that. 

One theologian writes, “The word indicates a change of direction in a person’s life rather than simply a mental change of attitude or a feeling of remorse; it signifies a turning away from a sinful and godless way of life”. –action, change!

Faith in Jesus Christ is understood in the idea of repentance, as it also is in Peter’s next word.

“Each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.” Peter is calling them to an individual response. 

Salvation always is a personal act, not a group plan. 

Baptism is never just an outward ritual, but rather is a public confession of one’s private faith in and commitment to Jesus Christ.

When Peter called upon these people to be baptized, he was calling them to make a radical break with their culture and religion that had crucified the Messiah, and to be publicly identified with Jesus Christ. 

This outward symbol would prove the reality of their inward repentance and faith, and the fact that God had forgiven their sins.

Salvation always demands a radical break from our wicked culture and out sinful past.

In verse 41 we see: The result: 3,000 souls saved (2:41).

Much of modern evangelism tries to make becoming a Christian as easy as possible. You want to go to heaven, pray this prayer.

We dodge the issue of sin. We don’t talk about the cost of discipleship. 

We wouldn’t dare call on people to make a radical break with their culture. But Peter called them to repentance and baptism. 

For a Jew to be baptized was a traumatic thing. They generally looked on baptism as a rite for Gentile converts or for notorious sinners, not for “good” Jews (Longenecker, p. 286). 

But Peter preached boldly, God worked inwardly, and the church was launched, 3,000 strong! 

Peter’s message in a nutshell was:
Since God has made Jesus both Lord and Christ who will judge the world, sinners must repent.

Conclusion

The point of biblical evangelism is not to make people feel good about who they are or to feel that God loves them just as they are no matter what they continue to do. 

Rather, it is to show them who Jesus Christ truly is, the Lord of the universe, the Son of God who offered Himself for our sins and who was raised from the dead. 

It should show them who they are, sinners who crucified the Son of God, who are in danger of His impending judgment. 

It should show them God’s great mercy, that if they will repent and call on the name of the Lord, He will save them from His judgment. 

It should show them the need to live in obedience to Him, no matter what the cost.

And most important, are you living in obedience to Him in such a way that people recognize the hope that is within you.

Do people see in you the joy of salvation?

Are you ready, having tasted of God’s grace to say a few words after the meal?

Benediction  
“The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you; the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.” (Num. 6:24-26) 
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